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NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  Singing  is  an  •  Kenneth  Barker,  editor  of  the  NIV  over  the  songs  scheduled  to  be  in  the 

egral  part  of  a  church  service,  but  the  Study  Bible,  Lewisville,  Tx.  Baptist  Hymnal,  checking  each  one  verse 

mns  and  worship  song  are  much  more  •  Stephen  Johnson,  dean  of  the  school  of  by  verse  to  ensure  its  doctrine  and  theolog- 

m  words  and  music.  They  are  teaching  music  at  Southwestern  Seminary.  ical  soundness. 

>ls  drat  help  a  group  of  believers  grow  in  *  David  Nelson,  vice  president  for  acade- 

nr  relationship  with  Christ  and  His  church  mic  administration  Southeastern  Seminars 
With  this  in  mind,  LifeWay  Worship,  Wake  Forest,  N.C. 

e  music  area  of  LifeWay  Christian  •  T.W.  Hunt,  author  and  retired  profes- 

•sources  of  the  Southern  Baptist  sor  of  music  and  missions  at  Southwestern  •  Does  the  hymn  speak  biblically  of  God 

invention,  gathered  a  group  of  theolo-  Seminary,  Spring,  Tx.  •  Is  it  God-honoring? 

ins  on  the  campus  of  Southwestern  •  Brent  Taylor,  pastor  of  First  Church,  •  Does  the  hvmn  present  a  biblical 

minary  in  Fort  Worth  on  October  1  to  Carrollton,  Tx.  view  of  man? 

gin  a  theological  review  of  songs  to  be  •  Alan  Day,  pastor  of  First  Church,  •  Does  the  song  help  us  to  cover  the 

eluded  in  the2008  Baptist  Hymnal.  Edmond,  Ok.,  and  former  pastor  of  First  depth  and  breadth  of  our  theology? 

Mike  Harland,  director  of  LifeWay  Church,  McComb.  •  Does  the  hymn  call  us  to  true  distiple- 

orship  and  former  minister  of  music  at  •  Hayes  Wicker,  pastor  of  First  Church,  ship,  service,  repentance,  witness,  mis- 

oadmoor  Church,  Madison,  said  the  Naples,  FI.,  was  unable  to  attend  the  meet-  sions  and  devotion? 

oup  will  be  looking  at  every  song  cur-  ing  but  will  be  working  as  a  part  of  the  12-  •  Does  the  hymn  speak  biblically  of 

ritly  selected  for  the  new  Baptist  Hymnal,  member  group.  salvation? 

a  king  certain  each  one  is  doctrinally  and  •  Does  it  engage  the  whole  person  — 

eologically  sound.  Representing  LifeWay  at  die  summit  were  allowing  a  person  to  express  his 

"We  began  our  look  at  the  hymns  and  Harland;  Terry  Terry,  manager  of  LifeWay  deepest  reelings? 

ngs  with  the  new  additions  to  the  Baptist  Worship  publishing  and  operations;  and  Greg  •  Does  the  hymn  emphasize  that  Christ 
pmnal,"  Harland  said.  'The  new  hymnal  Nelson,  Worship  Project  creative  director.  is  the  Christian's  Lord,  Master  and 

ill  have  about  650  songs  included,  and  about  The  Baptist  Hymnal  is  one  part  of  The  King?  (the  idea  of  total  submission) 

0  of  these  songs  will  be  new  ones  to  our  Worship  Project,  a  new  set  of  resources  for  •  Does  the  hymn  present  an 
rmnal.  Of  these  300,  about  200  have  been  worship  leaders  being  developed  by  Americanized /Westernized  gospel? 

ibtished  in  other  hymnals  and  about  100  are  LifeWay.  The  goal  is  to  meet  the  worship  (civil  religion) 


BAPTISTS 


an  Oct  1  summit  at  Southwestern  Seminary  pi 
in  Fort  Worth.  After  the  sessions  attended  rc 
by  11  of  the  12  committee  members,  Duncan  B, 
answered  the  following  questions  about  the  h 
theological  impact  of  hymns:  « 

Q:  What  is  your  responsibility  in 
leading  the  review  process  for  the  new  hi 


liets  of  the  family  of  faith  known  as  express  our  praise  to  God  through  the 
Is.  Our  major  concern  is  that  the  relationship  we  have  with  the  Son  and  in 
il  represents  a  truly  "Christocentric"  die  power  of  the  Spirit.  The  admonition 
l-centered)  and  Trinitarian  theology.  of  [the  apostle]  Paul  also  emphasizes  that 

our  singing  helps  us  to  internalize  our 
How  can  good  theology  in  hymns  message  within  the  heart, 
congregation  of  believers  grow?  I  believe  that,  along  with  most  Baptists, 

my  theology  was  snaped  through  the 
laptistB  have  always  been  known  for  singing  of  nymns.  Although  I  didn't 
i  honed  in  on  die  their  high  view  of  Scripture,  local  autono-  understand  eveiything  I  was  singing  as  a 
ngs  us  to  unity,  my,  priesthood  of  believer  Trinitarian  theof-  young  boy,  die  theological  deposits  being 
nedistinctives of  ogy,  and  salvation  through  Christ  alone.  In  made  during  these  formative  years  pro- 
cal  tilt.  This  con-  pluralistic  times  such  as  these,  it  is  more  vided  anchors  for  my  life.  As  a  result,  the 
s  finding  agree-  vital  than  ever  that  our  hymnal  presents  a  teaching  impact  through  singing  our 
cess  weU.  fhave  dear  theology  around  which  Baptists  can  hymns  cannot  be  understated, 
group  of  leader*  wrap  their  arms.  Some  may  view  this  as  In  addition,  true  worship  and  disci- 
ess  to  surrender  "narrow"  or  "lacking"  in  terms  of  cultural  pleship  makes  a  powerful  impact  on 
•  of  purpose.  I  progressiveness,  but  we  feel  an  obligation  to  our  evangelism.  All  three  components 
Nithem  Baptists,  remain  faithful  to  our  core  doctrinal  beliefs,  are  cyclical.  The  hymnal  assists  us  by 

internalizing  our  Kingdom  responsibil- 
ar/predse  about  Q:  How  do  hymns  serve  as  a  means  to  ity  to  carry  out  the  Great  Commission 
nsf  evangelism  and  discipleship?  —  all  to  the  glory  of  God. 


Q:  Why  be  so 


An  insatiable  demand  for  victims 


As  he  entered  the  Lafayette  County 
Courthouse  in  Oxford  on  Monday 
of  this  week,  Daniel  Reed 
Cummings  looked  for  all  the  world  like  a 
clean-cut  college  kid  on  his  way  to 
church.  His  suit  dapper  and  his  haircut 
sharp,  he  didn't  look  like  someone  who 
was  facing  a  capital  murder  trial  for  drag- 
sing  a  University  of  Mississippi  police 
officer  to  death  with  rus  vehicle 

1  during  an  alcohol-  and  drug- 
inducted  stupor. 

Yet  there  he  was,  facing 
Officer  Robert  Langley's  griev¬ 
ing  family  as  well  as  his  own 
heartbroken  kin,  pleading 
guilty  to  a  reduced  charge  of 
culpable  negligent  manslaugh¬ 
ter  before  Lafayette  County 
Circuit  Judge  Andrew  Howarth 
and  receiving  in  return  the 
maximum  sentence  of  20  years. 


Editor's 

Notebook 


So  much  is  gone  horn  both 
,  never  lobe  recovered. 
Alcohol  as  is  almost  always 
the  case,  is  at  the  root  of  this 


he  started  with  alcohol  as  the 
gateway  drug  and  gradually 
worked  his  way  up  to  the  other 
drugs.  It  is  virtually  unheard  of 
for  a  young  person  to  start  with 
cocaine  —  or  even  marijuana  — 
and  then  discover  alcohol  It  just 
doesn't  happen  that  way. 

The  seemingly  eternal 
question  remains  to  be 
answered  in  any  rational  way: 


I  Alcohol  has  an  insatiable 
demand  for  victims.  Think 
Toxicology  tests  conducted  on  about  the  fact  that  that  every  drop  of  hard 
Cummings  shortly  after  the  incident  indi-  liquor  sold  in  Mississippi  passes  through 
cated  there  were  alcohol,  marijuana,  and  the  state's  liquor  warehouse,  because  the 
cocaine  in  his  system.  He  was  held  without  State  of  Mississippi  is  the  only  legal  whole- 
bond  in  the  Lafayette  County  Jail  until  his  saler  of  hard  liquor.  That  means  every  drop 
court  appearance  on  Monday.  of  hard  liquor  offered  for  sale  in  this  state  is 

_ _  As  Cummings  heads  to  prison,  Langley' s  sold  by  you  and  me,  because  we  are  the 

At  some  point  family  is  left  to  pick  up  the  pieces  of  their  government. 

Y  reached  into  shattered  lives  and  move  on.  News  reports  That  also  means  that  each  of  us  in  a  spe- 
indicate  that  it  was  Langley's  family  who  dal  perverse  way,  is  responsible  for  the 
asked  die  district  attorney  not  to  seek  the  death  of  Officer  Langley,  die  lifelong 
death  penalty,  and  that  they  went  along  with  bereavement  of  his  wife  and  children,  and 
dragged  Monday's  guilty  plea  to  a  reduced  charge.  die  pain  inflicted  on  the  Cummings  family, 
a  severe  For  their  part,  Cumming's  family  remi-  Yet  they  are  only  a  few  of  die  many  thou- 
ater  after  nisces  about  the  athletic  career  of  their  sands  of  innocent  victims  claimed  by  alco- 
Medical  strapping,  6'3"  son  and  his  selection  not  so  hoi  in  our  state  each  year — all  in  our  name, 
long  ago  as  Mr.  Houston  Middle  School  in  Are  you  comfortable,  knowing  that? 
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It  will  be  difficult  for  some  people  to  feel 
sorry  for  Cummings  when  they  consider 
the  circumstances  that  led  to  his  Monday 
court  appearance.  On  October  21,  2006, 
Langley  was  on  patrol  when  he  pulled  over 
Cumirii 

during _ _  _ v  # 

Cumming's  velude  through  the  driver's 
window  and  Cummings  hit  die  gas. 

Langley,  a  National  Guardsman  and 
married  father  of  four,  was  r*  J 
about  200  yards  and  suffered  i - 

a  •  •  •  a  at  a  .  _  <  • _ _  1  i _ _  £*_ _ 
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NOBTS  to  offer  bivocational  music  course  in  Miss. 


October  22  begins  the  second 
of  eight  courses  at  nine  locations 
in  Mississippi  sponsored  by 
New  Orleans  Seminary.  The 
course,  tided  Worship  Planning, 
will  meet  once  a  week  for  two 
hours  for  eight  consecutive 
weeks  at  the  following  locations: 


Broadmoor 
Madison  — 

22 

teacher i 


idison  —  beginning  C 
(7-9  p.m.).  Jimmy  Mi 
icher  (601)  924-1233. 


Church, 

October 

icCaleb, 


G 


•  Hernando 
Hernando  — 

22  (7-9  p.m.). 
teacher.  (662) 


•  North  Greenwood 
Church,  Greenwood  — 
beginning  October  23  (6:30- 
8:30  p.m.).  Tommy 

Smith,teacher  (662)  453- 
2801.  Barry  Bouchillon, 
Assistant  Teacher,  662-453- 
5935. 


•  Louisville  —  Billy  Bowie, 
teacher  (662)  773-6246.  Call 
for  location  and  time. 


•  First  Church,  Booneville  — 
beginning  October  23  (7-9 
.m.).  LuAnne  Ford,  teacher 
662)  728-6272. 


•  Brookhaven  —  begin¬ 
ning  October  22  (7-9  p.m.). 
Mane  Hamilton,  teacher  (601) 
894-5848.  Call  for  location. 


•  Northcrest  Church, 
Meridian  —  beginning  October 
15  (6:30-8:30  p.m.).  Buddy 
McElroy,  teacher  (601)  681-6615. 


•  Tri -County  Association 


£ 


Church, 

October 

Tweedy, 


There  is  a  one-time 


regis¬ 
tration  fee  of  $25.00.  lne 


fir 


ty  Assoi 
Office,  Columbia  — 
ning  October  23  (6:30-8:30 
.m.).  Brad  Day,  teacher  (601) 
97-9699. 


NEW  ORLEANS 

Baptist  theological  seminary 


•  Grace  Memorial  Church, 
Gulfport  —  beginning  October 
22  (6:30-8:30  p.m.).  Anthony 
Turner,  teacher  (228)  863-5096. 


The  cycle  of  courses  is  sched¬ 
uled  over  a  two-year  period. 
Each  course  is  independent  and 
has  no  prerequisite.  Eadi  stu¬ 
dent  who  completes  the  eight 
courses  earns  a  Church  Music 
Certificate  from  New  Orleans 
Seminary  phis  a  credit  of  eight 
hours  toward  an  on  campus 
degree  program. 


cost  of  each  course  is 
$135.00.  A  $60.00  scholarship 
is  available  for  all  first-time 
students.  Students  already 
enrolled  are  not  ebgfcfe.  The 
grant  is  limited  to  one  per- 
sonper  church. 

lne  eight  courses  are 
Song  Leading;  Worship 
Planning;  Reading  Music 
Rhythm /Pitch;  Reading 
Music.  Harmony  /  Melody; 
Hymnology;  Music 

Ad  ministration /Staff 
Relations;  Survey  of  Music 
Resources,  Class  Voice. 

These  courses 
designed  to  provide 
training  for  bivocational  music 
directors  and  other  music  lead¬ 
ers  in  churches.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  Jimmy  McCaleb 
at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601) 
292-3273  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  273. 
E-mail:  jmccaleb#mbcb.org. 
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Lives  saved  by  World  Hunger  Fund 

„  RICHMOND.  Vb.  (BP)  -  In  three  r - — _ _ 


OnAuglS,  an  8.0-m«gnitude  days,  because 
earthquake  90  miles  ouoide  of  of  Southern 
Uma,  Pena,  shook  the  country-  Baptists'  gifts 
S*  left  »pproxima*ety  to  the  Vtorld 
33,000  people  without  shelter  Hunger  Fund, 
and  food.  Baptists  immediate-  Lottie  Moon 
ly  came  to  their  aid.  Christmas 
Missionaries  on  the  ground  Offering,  and 
and  others  from  die  united  Cooperative 
States  gathered  to  feed  and  Program,  the 
comfort  the  Peruvians.  missionaries 

Wayne  Brinkley  of  the  and  Indian 
Southern  Baptist  International  believers 
Mission  Board  (IMB)  set  up  packaged  and 
community  kitchens  to  feed  distributed 
families  in  a  city  a  few  hours  food  to  fami- 
from  Lima.  A  preliminary  lies  in  four  of 
relief  team  assessed  needs  in  Bihar's  flood- 
the  earthquake  areas  to  bring  ed  villages, 
relief  to  smaller  communities.  "Fortunately, 

Within  days,  a  system  to  feed  through  Baptist 
thousands  through  World  relief,  we  have 
Hunger  Funds  was  in  place  the  resources  to 
and  Southern  Baptist  volun-  do  something," 
teers  were  in  place  to  assist  in  said  Hvin  Trueb 
this  effort.  (not  his  real 

On  the  other  side  of  die  name),  a 

world  a  few  days  later;  another  Christian  serv- 
disaster  occurred.  The  area  ing  in  Bihar 
around  Bihar  India,  was  caught  "Even  though 
off  guard  in  what  was  called  me  there  are  not  a  lot  of  local  are  distributed  with  80%  to  inter- 
severest  flood  in  living  memory,  resources  at  our  disposal  God  national  projects  and  20%  for 
Once  again.  World  Hunger  gave  us  what  we  needed  and  ministries  in  North  America. 
Funds  allowed  Southern  what  we'd  be  able  to  handle."  Gifts  to  die  Southern  Baptist 

Baptists  to  respond  rapidly.  Nearly  190  other  international  World  Hunger  Fund  have  pro- 

Southern  Baptist  misstonar-  hunger  relief  projects  were  car-  vided  dairy  cows  to  a  war-tom 
ies  and  local  believers  surveyed  tied  out  in  2006  because  Southern  area  of  Central  and  Eastern 
the  flooding  conditions,  then  Baptists  gave  six  million  dollars  Europe  to  create  long-term 
quickly  put  into  effect  a  plan  to  in  financial  gifts  to  help  feed  hun-  employment  opportunities 
bring  food  to  those  in  need.  The  gry  people  overseas.  through  milk.  A  three-month 

survey  trip  revealed  about  Southern  Baptists  gave  food  supply  was  given  to  thou- 
1,000  families  stranded  and  in  another  $1.4  million  that  was  sands  of  elderly  in  Serbia  to  help 
desperate  need  of  food.  distributed  to  2,200  hunger  them  survive  a  harsh  winter, 

rood  packets  were  filled  ministries  in  North  America:  Southern  Baptist  dollars  also 


GONE  IN  SECONDS 
destroyed  by  the  Aug.  1! 
slbleto  rebuild  their  ho 
area.  (BP  photo  by  jim  Brown) 


Most  of  the  one-story  adobe  homes  in  lea,  Peru,  were 
take.  Residents  will  salvage  as  many  bricks  as  pos- 
lile  Southern  Baptists  pour  relief  supplies  into  the 


Palestinian  believer  killed 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Believers  in  Gaza  are  H 


a  prominent  member  of  Gaza  Baptist  Church 
and  manager  of  a  Christian  bookstore  owned  by 
the  Palestinian  Bible  Society,  was  kidnapped 
Oct  6  shortly  after  he  had  closed  the  store  for 
the  day.  His  body  was  found  the  following  day 
about  a  mile  from  the  store.  No  one  has  daimed 
responsibility  for  his  death.  He  had  been  shot 
twice  and  struck  with  a  blunt  object.  Ayyad  k 
wife,  Pauline,  who  is  pregnant  with  their  third 
children  under  die  age  of  3.  A  couple  of  days  pri 
Ayyad  had  told  his  wife  he  had  noticed  people 
Local  believers  are  shocked  and  shaken  by  Ayya 
tow  Baptist  worker  said.  *He  was  the  guy  that  if  t 
church]  needed  to  be  done,  he  did  it.  He  was  knc 


Ministers  who  have  cellular  phones  consider  the  devices  "time- 
savers,"  according  to  Bill  Reed,  minister  of  education  at  Shades 
Mountain  Church,  Birmingham,  Ala.  "It  enables  me  to  do  a  better  and 
more  efficient  job,"  he  says. 


Mississippi  Baptists  reach  more  than  70%  of  their  $40  million  goal  in 
the  Mississippi  Mission  Endowment  Campaign.  "We  can  be  proud  of  our 
churches,"  said  Harry  Vickery,  of  Greenville,  general  campaign  manager. 
A  total  of  $27,875,830.95  has  been  pledged  so  far. 


Mississippi  College  enrollment  reaches  1425  for  the  fall  semester, 
according  to  Troy  M.  Mohon,  the  Baptist-affiliated  school's  registrar. 
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jesus  Christ ' 

Requests  the 
fe  Honor  of 
Your 


Gulfport  will  host  Heaven's 
Gates  and  Hell's  Flames  Oct. 
26-30,  7  p.m.  Free  admission;  a 
love  offering  will  be  taken. 
Groups  of  15  or  more  can  make 
reservations  at  (228)  863-1697. 


•  4S 


m. 


crossgates  muren, 

Brandon,  is  hosting  a  Harvest 
Festival  Oct.  31,  6-8  p.m.,  fea¬ 
turing  games,  prizes,  candy, 
illusionist  B.J.  Harris,  and  food 
and  drink  available  from  ven¬ 
dors  including  Penn's,  Bop's, 
and  Cups.  Free  admission.  For 
information,  call  (601)  825-2562 
or  visit  www.crossgates.org. 

Leflore  Church,  Grenada 
County,  is  hosting  a  Harvest 
Festival  Oct.  31,  5:30  p.m.,  fea- 


p.m.,  fea¬ 


turing  games,  country  store,  a 
cakewalk,  and  a  costume  con¬ 
test  (no  scary  costumes,  please.) 

First  Church,  Crystal 
Springs,  will  host  Page  Hughes 
for  "Seasons  of  a  Woman's 
Life"  Oct.  26,  7-9  p.m.  and  Oct. 
27,  9  a.m.-noon.  Cost  $15.  For 
information  and  registration, 
call  (601)  892-1149. 


MISSISSIPPI 
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Enterprise  Church,  Liberty, 
will  dedicate  its  new  fellowship 
hall  and  kitchen  Oct.  21.  Sunday 
School,  9:45  a.m.;  worship,  11 
a.m.,  followed  by  covered  dish 
lunch  and  dedication  service, 
1:30  p.m.  Alton  Foster,  speaker. 

First  Church,  Horn  Lake,  was 
named  a  Church  of  Excellence  for 
October  by  the  Lea  veil  Center  for 
Evangelism  and  Church  Health 
and  the  Baptist  Center  for 
Theology  and  Ministry  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  The  joint  ini¬ 
tiative  highlights  growing 
churches  at  a  time  when  89%  of 
Southern  Baptist  churches  are 
olateaued  or  declining 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

L  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  themhe  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name."  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 
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In  the  October  4  issue  of 
Housetops,  the  name  of 
Immanuel  Church,  Grenada, 
was  spelled  incorrectly  due  to  a 
typesetting  mistake,  me  Baptist 
Record  regrets  the  error. 


Having  never  lived  in  coal 
mining  country  and  having 
only  known  a  few  people  who 
have  ever  been  involved  in  coal 


have  ever  been  involved  in  coal 
mining,  I  have  virtually  no 
knowledge  of  that  industry.  In 
fact  my  knowledge  of  coal 
mining  could  be  multiplied 
many  times  and  still  not  fill  a 
thimble.  During  August  2007, 
the  news  repeatedly  focused  on 
the  six  coal  miners  who  had 
been  trapped  in  the  mine  in 
Huntington,  Utah.  After  days 
of  worsting  to  rescue  the  six, 
another  tragedy  took  place: 
three  of  the  rescue  workers 
were  killed  and  some  others 
were  injured.  During  that  time 


'Directions 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


and  mine  owners  talked  about 
what  was  taking  place  some 
1,800  feet  under  the  ground. 
They  were  drilling  holes  from 
the  top  of  the  mountain  and 
working  through  the  piles  of 
debris  mat  had  dogged  up  the 
mineshaft  in  an  effort  to  set  to 
die  men  with  oxygen,  food,  and 
supplies  if  they  were  still  alive. 
During  that  time  I  saw  some 
people  being  interviewed  who 
talked  about  a  mining  process 
of  which  I  had  no  knowledge  at 
all.  I  had  never  even  heard  of  it. 
They  said  one  of  die  dungs  that 
they  were  doing  in  that  mine 
was  retreat  mining.  During  die 
interviews,  the  news  people 
were  apparently  as  clueless  as  I 
was  ana  so  they  asked  for  an 
explanation  of  retreat  mining. 

Basically,  if  I  understand  their 
explanation,  as  the  coal  was 
being  mined  and  taken  out  they 
would  leave  what  amounted  to 
columns  of  coal  or  pillars  that 
would  hold  up  the  roof  or  the 
ceiling.  After  they  had  mined  all 
they  could  as  they  were  backing 
out  of  the  mineshafts  and  open¬ 
ings,  they  would  then  mine  those 
columns  of  coal  taking  them  out 


at  which  time  that  area  of  the 
mine  would  fall  in  and  die  roof 
would  collapse.  They  would  be 
away  from  it  backing  out. 
According  to  what  the  mining 
personnd  said,  it  is  a  legal  and 
common  practice.  Of  course,  it 
means  that  the  mine  and  the 
shaft  would  be  filled  with  rocks 
and  debris  and  that  no  one  else 
would  be  able  to  use  the  mine- 
shaft  I  just  had  never  heard  of 
such  a  dung.  I  was  amazed  as 
they  described  the  process.  Well, 
I  had  never  heard  of  it  being 
used  in  a  coal  mine  but  occa¬ 
sionally  I  have  known  of  church¬ 
es  that  h  ave  used  a  similar  prac¬ 
tice  and  principle  in  doing 
church  work.  Retreat  mining 
may  be  more  common  in  the 
church  than  in  the  coal  fields. 

There  are  a  number  of  ways 
that  churches  can  practice 
retreat  mining.  All  of  these 
practices  end  up  with  piles  of 
debris  and  ineffectiveness  for 
die  future.  For  example,  when 
churches  decide  that  they  will 
go  backwards  instead  of  for¬ 
wards  it  is  a  part  of  the  thought 
process  of  retreat  misting.  From 
its  very  outset,  Jesus  focused 
the  church  forward  to  go  into  all 
of  die  world  to  penetrate  die 
society  with  the  Gospel,  to  keep 
reaching  out  further,  and  to  res¬ 
cue  men  from  the  darkness  of 
sin.  Some  churches  decide, 
probably  not  by  a  vote  of  die 
church  in  a  business  meeting 
but  by  common  consent,  that 
they  are  not  going  to  reach  the 


world.  They  back  away  into  die 
comers  of  their  own  comfort 
and  quietness  and  ignore  die 
task  that  is  the  reason  for  their 


task  that  is  the  reason  for  their 
being.  It  is  possible  for  us  to 
become  crawfish  Christians  and 
crawfish  congregations. 

Years  ago.  I  read  a  definition 
of  a  crawfish  that  was  slightly 
humorous  but  all  too  true.  It 
said  a  crawfish  backs  into  his 
future  while  looking  forward 
into  his  past.  It  reminds  me  of 
Jesus'  words  when  He  said, 
"He  who  puts  his  hand  to  the 
plow  looking  back  is  not  fit  for 
die  Kingdom  of  God"  (Luke 
9:62).  It  is  hard  to  reach  out  to 
the  future  when  you  are 
focused  on  the  past.  It  can 
become  retreat  mining  /  min¬ 
istry  and  it  can  be  dangerous. 

Retreat  misting  can  also  take 
place  in  ministry  when  we 
become  concerned  only  about 
our  steeds  and  do  not  consider 
the  needs  of  others.  You  and  I 
could  probably  open  our  Bibles 
and  turn  quickly  to  a  dozen  dif¬ 
ferent  examples  of  self-centered¬ 
ness  rearing  its  ugly  head, 
warping  vision,  and  thwarting 
concern.  As  long  as  things  are 
good  for  me  in  my  classroom,  in 
my  worship  service,  and  in  my 
concept  of  now  things  should  be 
done,  then  I  am  pleased  and  not 
particularly  concerned  about 
the  other  folks  or  the  days 
ahead.  In  retreat  mining  when 
they  pull  back  from  die  work 
ana  the  ceiling  caves  in,  it  is  a 
foregone  conclusion  that 


nobody  dse  is  going  to  be  bene¬ 
fited  or  blessed  from  the  prod¬ 
uct  of  that  mineshaft. 

Have  you  ever  had  an  occa¬ 
sion  to  see  dial  kind  of  retreat 
mining  in  a  church?  Maybe  it 
was  at  a  business  meeting  or 
maybe  over  some  personal  hot 
button  issue.  There  are  times 
when  it  seems  as  though  believ¬ 
ers  would  rather  wreck  the  entire 
Kingdom  of  God  than  for  some¬ 
thing  contrary  to  their  personal 
preference  to  take  place.  I  have 
never  gotten  used  to  the  emo¬ 
tional  outbursts  that  come  from 
congregations  who  get  upset 
because  of  a  tree  being  cut  a 
bush  being  trimmed,  a  song 
being  sung,  an  instrument  being 
played,  a  sermon  being  too  long, 
or  a  pastor's  visit  being  too  short. 
I  am  not  talking  doctrinal  issues 
or  theological  truths;  I  am  talking 
about  letting  the  ceiling  fall  and 
die  work  crumble  because  of 
personal  preferences. 

One  final  observation  of 
how  retreat  mining/ ministry 
seems  to  take  place  ts  when  we 
are  not  willing  to  pay  the  price 


and  are  always  scan 
the  easy  way.  It  is  not 


irentng  tot 
the  easy  way.  it  is  not  popular, 
but  it  never  nas  been  popular  to 
call  for  the  kind  of  commitment 
that  stretches  us,  demands  of 
us,  and  maybe  takes  all  of  us. 
Our  Lord  Jesus  did  die  very 
opposite  in  every  way  of  retreat 
ministry.  He  moved  forward 
into  die  will  of  God.  He  always 
kept  His  heart  fixed  on  die  eter¬ 
nal  needs  of  others,  and  He  was 
willing  to  pay  the  ultimate  price 
all  die  way  to  die  cross.  He 
said,  "If  any  man  will  come 
after  me  to  be  my  disciple,  let 
him  deny  himself  and  take  up 
his  cross  and  follow  me  daily" 
(Luke  9:23).  That  was  His  call  to 
ministry,  and  still  is. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205  - 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral9mbcb.org. 


1.  linker  Belli  Handbell  Choir,  First  Church,  PUntersvillc  2.  National  Grandparents  Day,  ML  Moriah  Church,  Bogue  Chitto 
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1.  The  Tinker  Bells  children's 
handbell  choir  from  First 
Church,  Plantersville,  went 
on  a  tour  Aue.  31-Sept.  3, 
playing  at  Orchard  Church, 
Mobile,  Ala.  And  Bethany 
Church,  Whynot.  The  choir 
has  also  played  at  nursing 
homes  in  mpelo. 


ML  Moriah  Church,  Bogue 
Chitto,  recently  celebrated 
National  Grandparents  Day. 
Shown  are  he  participants. 


3.  Williams ville  Church, 

Koedusko,  licensed  Robert 
Lawrence  to  the  ministry 
Sept.  9.  Shown  are  Lawrence 
and  pastor  Junior  Davis. 


4.  First  Church,  Lyman,  will 
host  Mike  Upright,  "The 
Southern  Gentleman,"  in 
concert  Nov.  10,  6:30  p.m. 

5.  Ridgecrest  Church, 
Madison,  is  sponsoring 
The  Greatest  Gift: 
Preparing  Your  Children 
to  Survive  and  Thrive  in 
Today's  Culture,  Sundays, 
Oct.  21,  28,  and  Nov.  4, 
and  11,  6  p.m.  It  will  be 
taught  by  Stuart  Kellogg, 
president  and  general 
manager,  WAPT-TV  in 
Jackson.  Pre-register  at 
mccoolOrcbc.org  or  (601) 
853-1090,  ext.  30. 


3.  Deacon  Ordination,  Williarnsvilie  Church,  Kosciusko 


BEYDF  SOPLHW-EOV:RCIA 

Clue:  V  -  X 

Hive  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Nahum  One:  Seven. 


GuideStone* 

Financial  Resources 
Dowtil  Do  right" 


|  Big  help  for  smaller  churches  | 

The  Mission/Church  Assistance  Fund  provides  financial  assistance  for 
ministers  of  smaller  Southern  Baptist  missions  and  churches. 

Under  this  ministry,  a  850  monthly  contribution  is  made  by  GuideStone 
directly  to  the  retirement  account  of  an  eligible  minister.  These 
contributions  can  continue  for  up  to  60  months  of  eligibility,  providing 
a  minister  up  to  83,000  in  total  retirement  contributions  over  a  five- 
year  period.  These  benefits  were  enhanced  this  year  to  better  serve  our 
ministers  of  churches  and  missions  with  smaller  budgets. 

Missions,  churches  and  ministers  must  meet  three  criteria  to  be  eligible: 

£  A  minister  must  receive  taxable  income  from  a  Southern  Baptist  church  9 

g  The  church  must  have  an  annual  budget  of  less  than  $75,000 

if  The  church  must  make  monthly  retirement  plan  contributions  of 

2%  or  more  of  the  minister's  compensation  in  the  first  year  J 

To  learn  more  about  the  Mission/Church  Assistance  Fund,  please  visit  our 
booth  at  your  convention.  While  you’re  there,  pick  up  a  copy  of  Dr.  O.S.  | 
Hawkins'  new  book,  Antology.  | 

You  can  also  call  1-888-98-GUIDE  (1-888-984-8433)  or  visit  | 

www.GuideStone.org/MCAF  for  more  information.  o 


6.  Mt  Gilead  Church,  Meri¬ 
dian,  ordained  Bradford 
Sliger  to  the  ministry 
Sept.  9.  Shown  are  Debra 
Sheer,  Sliger,  and  pastor 


7.  West  McComb  Church, 
McComb,  recently  broke 
ground  on  their  new  9000 
sq.  ft.  preschool  building. 
Shown,  from  left,  are  Kyle 
Williams,  Paul  Jackson,  Tim 


Stamps,  Stan  McMorris, 
Pete  Reeves,  Allen  Ihmage, 
AMD  Steve  Clark,  and  pas¬ 
tor  Vann  Windom. 


Ackerman  Church,  Ackerman:  Revival,  Oct. 
21-24;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.;  Mon-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Gene  Henderson,  speaker;  Billy  Bowie,  music; 
Danny  Irvin,  pastor. 

Ethel  Church,  Ethel:  110th  Anniversary  and  home* 
coming,  Oct  21;  worship,  10  a.m.,  followed  by  cov¬ 
ered  dish  meal  and  afternoon  singing;  Dwight  Brown, 
speaker;  Greg  Spencer,  pastor;  for  more  information 
call  (662)  674-9290  or  582-2407. 

First  Church,  Durant:  Homecoming,  Nov.  4; 
Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.,  followed  by  worship  and  fel¬ 
lowship  lunch;  Ed  McDaniel,  pastor. 

First  Church,  Greenwood:  Revival,  Oct  21-24; 
Sun..  10  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  noon  (light 
lunch  provided)  and  o:30  p.m.;  Ben  Yarber,  speaker; 
Monty  Bounds,  music;  Joe  Pate,  pastor. 


First  Church,  Itta  Bena:  Homecoming,  Nov.  4;  wor¬ 
ship,  1030  a.m.,  followed  by  pot  luck  lunch;  Doyle 
Cummings,  speaker;  Andy  Cummings,  music;  Ren 
Smith,  pastor. 

First  Church,  Oloh:  Homecoming,  Oct.  21;  ser¬ 
vices,  10  a.m.,  followed  by  dinner  on  the  grounds; 
Scott  Smith,  speaker;  Rick  Carter,  music. 

Goss  Church,  Columbia:  Centennial,  Nov.  3-4; 
Sat.,  fish  fry,  4  p.m.;  Sun.,  breakfast,  9:45  a.m.  and  ser¬ 
vices  concluding  130  p.m.  with  a  time  capsule  and  bal¬ 
loon  release;  for  more  information,  call  (601)  736-9563; 
Mark  McArthur,  pastor. 


Hamilton  Church,  Benton-Tlppah  Association: 
Revival,  Nov  4-9;  Sun.,  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Randy  Hamilton,  speaker;  Donnie  Schuman,  pastor. 

Hebron  Church,  Panola:  Revival,  Oct.  26-28; 
Fri.-Sat,  7:30  p.m.;  Sun.,  11  a.m.;  Paul  Middleton, 
speaker;  Terry  nibble,  pastor. 

Holly  Church,  Alcorn  Association:  Revival,  Nov. 
4-7;  Ryan  Fontenot,  speaker;  Brent  Collet;  music;  John 
Boler,  pastor;  for  information,  call  (662)  286-3474. 

Immanuel  Church,  Hattiesburg:  Centennial 
anniversary,  Oct  27-28;  Sat.,  celebration  meal  at 
Lamar  Christian  School,  5  p.m.;  Jim  Futral,  speaker; 
Sun.,  worship  led  by  pastor  David  Williamson;  for 
information,  call  (601)  264-2427. 

Leesburg  Church,  Morton:  Homecoming,  Nov.  4; 
services,  10  a.m.,  followed  by  lunch;  Jerry  File,  speak¬ 
er;  Jeff  Jones,  music. 

Liberty  Church,  Liberty:  Revival,  Nov.  4-7;  Sun., 
Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.,  followed 
by  lunch  and  130  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  noon  and  7  p.m.; 
Jim  Futral,  speaker;  Clay  Campbell  music;  James 
Sadler,  pastor. 

Chunky  Church,  Chunky:  42nd  homecoming  and 
revival  Oct  21-25;  Sun.,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  potluck 
lunch  and  afternoon  services;  Mon.-Thurs.,  7  p.m.; 
Randall  Creel  speaker;  Gary  Thome,  music;  for  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (601)  655-8223  or  655-8296;  Wayne 
Campbell  pastor. 


Mt.  Zion  Church,  Brookhaven:  Revival,  Oct. 
21-24;  Sun.,  10:30  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
7  p.m.;  Don  Taylor,  speaker;  Todd  McDaniel, 
music;  Tim  McCaffrey,  pastor. 

New  Hope  Church,  Foxworth:  Tent  crusade, 
Oct.  21-25;  Sun.,  10:30  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.; 
Mon.-Thurs.,  7  p.m.;  Melvin  Mordecai,  speaker; 
Steve  and  Becky  Carver,  music;  a  love  offering  will 
be  received. 

North  Long  Beach  Church,  Long  Beach:  Revival  Nov. 
4-7, 7  p.m.;  Tom  Stacey,  speaker;  Gary  Throne,  music. 

Sandersville  Church,  Jones  County:  125th 
anniversary  and  homecoming,  Oct.  28;  worship, 
10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  luncheon,  and  1:15  p.m.;  Tim 
Sanford,  pastor  and  speaker;  Bob  White,  music. 


Steep  Hollow  Church,  Poplarville:  One-night 


Mt  Vemon  Church,  Newton:  Homecoming,  Oct 
21;  worship,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  lunch;  Bill  Hutto, 
speaker;  Steve  Pouncey,  pastor. 

White  Oak  Church,  Smith  County:  165th 
anniversary  and  homecoming,  Nov.  4;  morning 
service,  10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  covered  dish  lunen 
and  afternoon  service,  1:30  p.m.;  W.G.  Dowdy, 
speaker;  Joe  Wood,  music. 


FULL-TIME  81- VOCATIONAL  PASTOR, 

FBC  of  Nod  b  tceking  a  conservative 
S8C  pastor.  Parsonage  available.  Send 
resume  to  First  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
S10,  Nod,  MO  64854  or  email 


ue  Life  Call  tommy  Milas,  (BOO) 
or  ao  to  www.chaspinstu.com. 
iMSEVS  E X*.  FOR  HEALTH 
.  Supplements,  long  term  cate, 


excellent  references.  Will  sN  at  home  or 
hospital.  Call  (601 )  824-2948,  <601)969- 

9989  or  (601)  212-4852. _ 

FT  WALTON  BEACH,  FL  BEAUTIFUL 
front  2  bedroom  condominium  lor 
rent.  of  amenties  and  planned  activ¬ 
ities  lor  winter  months.  Special  rates  by 
owner.  Lucy  (770)  831-3651  or 


GATLIN8URG  CONDO:  2  BDRM/2 
baths,  sleapi  6.  Full  kitchen,  easy  walk 
to  parkway,  565/nrte.  For  info  email  at 
pdiw4760natt.net  or  call  (251)  689 

9981  or  (251)  689-9982. _ 

REASONABLY  PRICED  INSURANCE: 
Madlcate  supplements,  major  medical,  6 
small  group  health  insurance  plant  avail¬ 
able  for  individuals  A  churches.  Call 
Cam  Tumar  (662)  231-4487  for  ratM  or 
visit  www.turnerinsufanceonline.com. 
STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC,  SERVING 
MSA  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800)  605-2970. 


,_j  new  windows  and 
repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Glass,  Jackson, 

(8 77)  477-1899. _ 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  Meridian 
Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations 
to  (601 )  483-7958  or  call  (800)  368-2705. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free  esti¬ 
mates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman,  Mist., 
phone  (601)  776-4617.  _ 


to  Baptist  Ter 
4200  South  l 
la,  LA  71302 


Send  owned  All  home 
attn.  Henry  in^  wtndowi,  rtl 
rthur  Drive,  petto  coots,  torn 
992-2092,  Don  A 


CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE  3.9  inter¬ 
state,  3.9  in  state.  Ask  about  rates  as  low  as 
1.9  stale  to  state.  No  monthly  service 
charge.  Call  1-866-587-8346  or  www.low- 


DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  A  STEEPLES. 

BaaUlataki  * I !  -Lij — —  ■■■tin  m 

DdptlSl^  nlursllS,  ncJIEfS,  I I^TiLlfi^p  SEiitl 

wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringlglas, 
carpet  signs.  Church  Supply  Company  of 

Texas.  (800)  728-8291. _ 

MOVING!  MOAN  A  GROAN  MOVERS, 
(601)  849-3259.  You  provide  truck  A 


ants,  vinyl  ski- 

-4-1-4  -  ■ 

esiifijji^  roars, 

s  rooms.  (601) 


birdhouse 

factory  tours.  Ideal  for  senior  church 
groups.  Heartwood  has  been  featured  on 
Walt  Grayson's  'look  around 
Mississippi.'  Unique  and  unusual  set¬ 
ting.  Call  (888)  490-9046  in  Star,  Mbs., 
(Rankin  Co.)  for  details/available  dates. 


CHRISTIAN  CHILDREN'S  HOME  seek¬ 
ing  Christian  House  parents  for  boys 
home  located  in  Northwest  Alabama. 
Also,  needing  licensed  Social  Worker. 
For  more  information,  please  call  (256) 
356-8900  or  (256)  8104908. 


WALNUT  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Walnut  Grove,  Miss.,  seeking  part-time 
musk  minister.  Please  send  resume  to 
Dave  Dowdy,  P.O.  Box  363,  Walnut 

Grove.  MS  39189. _ 

SEEKING  BI-VOCATIONAL/PAKT-TIME 
children  minister  at  Truitt  Memorial 
Baptist  Church.  Please  sent  resume  to  the 
attention  of  Dennis  Stringer,  3705  Old 
Brandon  Rd.,  Pearl,  MS  39208  or  con- 
tact  the  church  office  at  (601 )  939-2975. 
PRC,  LAKE,  MISS.,  IS  SEEKING  FULL-TIME 
minister  of  youth.  Please  send  resumes  to 
FBC  P.  O.  Box  157,  Lake,  MS  39092. 
MINSTER  OF  MUMC  AND  HXJGWON 
needed:  First  Baptist  Church,  Boyle, 
Mbs.,  b  currently  seeking  a  full-time  min¬ 
ister  of  musk  and  education.  More 
detaib  available.  Contact  us  at  Ibcboyte* 


cabfeone.net  Send  resumes  via  email  or 

NESHOBA  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION  is 

seeking  an  Associational  Director  of 
Missions.  Resumes  or  other  correspon¬ 
dence,  may  be  sent  to  Gene  Dobbs,  P. 
O.  Box  416,  Philadelphia,  MS  39350, 

no  later  than  October  31 . _ 

THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  FOUNDATION 
is  seeking  qualified  applicants  for  an 
accounting  position(s).  Accounting 
degree  A  trust  acounting  experience  pre¬ 
ferred.  Please  send  resume,  complete 
with  references,  salary  history,  A  pastor's 
recommendation,  to  MBF  personnel 
administration,  P.O.  Box  530,  lackson, 
MS  39205.  Please  visit  our  website  at 
www.msbaptbtfoundation.org  for  mote 

i  ■SIam  i  ■  i  ■  i  i  ■  ■  i  aLa  Tm  an  flit!  n  n 

information  aoout  rnc  rounoanon. 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

The  Heart  of  the  Matter 


Jesus  always  gets  to  the  heart 
of  the  matter  and  in  this  lesson 
he  cuts  deep,  swiftly  and  surely. 
He  is  continuing  to  speak  to  us 
concerning  riis  ngn  teousness,  a 
righteousness  not  like  the  phari- 
saical  practices  o f  die  day,  but 

This  is  a  very  difficult  lesson. 
We  will  look  at  die  subjects  of 
murdet  adultery,  and  divorce. 

As  we  read  the  straightfor¬ 
ward  words  of  Jesus  regarding 
murder;  we  can't  imagine  that 
we  could  be  guilty  of  such  a 
thing.  We  are  dumbstruck  at 
die  words  we  read: 

You  have  heard  that  it  ums  said 
to  our  ancestors.  Do  not  murder, 
and  whoever  murders  will  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  judgment.  (22)  But  l  tell 
you,  everyone  who  is  angry  with 
his  brother  will  be  subject  to  judg¬ 


ment.  Matthew  5:21- 
22a  (HCSB). 

If  we  experience 


toward  another  harms 
us  and  affects  us  spiri¬ 
tually.  Sol  if  we  are 
guilty  of  this  sin,  what 
are  we  to  do? 

The  answer  is  in 
Verse  23-24:  “So  if  you 


warns  u*  in 


feelings  of  great  anger 
toward  another  to  the 


point  that  we  are  consumed  by 
our  thoughts,  we  will  find  our¬ 
selves  dwelling  an  die  hate  so 
much  that  it  seriously  affects 
our  relationships.  This  anger  is 
not  the  fleeting  moments  of 
temper  that  we  all  have,  it  is  a 
far  more  serious  and  damaging 
thing.  If  we  allow  the  feelings 
to  stay  in  our  hearts  too  long, 
they  become  a  part  of  who  we 
are  and  consume  us  and  we 
become  bitter  and  hardened. 

Jesus  shocked  us  with  these 
words  to  warn  us  of  this 
wrongness  of  evil  thoughts  and 
that  these  thoughts  can  lead  to 
terrible  results.  Physical  mur¬ 
der  is  a  final  and  horrible  thing. 
Jesus  warned  us  that  harboring 
evil  thoughts  in  our  heart 


Verse  23-24:  bo  if  you 
are  offering  your  gift  on 
the  altar,  and  there  you 
remember  that  your 
g,  brother  has  something 
against  you.  leave  your 
gift  there  in  front  of  the  altar. 
First  go  and  he  reconciled  with 
your  brother,  and  then  come  and 
offer  your  gift."  Go  and  be  rec¬ 
onciled.  Jesus  will  give  you 
the  strength  to  do  that. 

In  verses  27-32,  Jesus 
speaks  on  i  adultery  and 
divorce  in  the  same  straight¬ 
forward  manner.  These  sub¬ 
jects  hit  too  dose  to  home  for 
tar  too  many  of  us.  It  would  be 
surprising  if  there  was  any 
person  that  has  not  been 
touched  by  these  two  situa¬ 
tions  either  personally,  or 
involving  someone  close  to 
them.  If  you  are  one  of  those 
who  have  not,  you  are  fortu¬ 
nate  indeed.  These  are  hurtful 
subjects,  involving  much  pain. 


hearts  against  temptation.  This 
directive  trotn  rum  applies  not 
just  to  adultery  but  to  all  areas 
of  sin  in  our  fives.  Be  realistic. 
Recognire  your  weaknesses  and 
the  human  nature  to  sin  and 
dOEDDUXs  oefore  me  situation 
arises,  that  you  will  stay  true  to 


will  have  the  strength  to  say  no 
to  the  temptation  and  then  do 
whatever  it  takes  to  avoid  the 
sin.  There  is  much  pain  in  sin, 
butrerontore  ffiat  all  sin  will  be 

On  the  subject  of  divorce, 
Jesus,  again,  speaks  firmly 
and  seriously. 

He  wants  to  protect  us  from 
the  pain  ana  agony  that 
awaits  us  in  this  experience. 
Divorce  and  the  dissolution  of 


a  marriage  usually  affect  more 
people  than  just  die  man  and 
woman  who  are  divorcing. 
Children  may  be  involved,  as 
well  as  extended  family  and 
friends.  As  Christians,  we  are 
aware  of  die  seriousness  of 


the  permanent  commitment 
that  should  encompass  our 
union  with  another. 

Marriage  takes  a  lot  of  hard 
work.  Wetiave  a  responsibili¬ 
ty  to  each  other  to  be  sensitive 
to  needs,  faithful  and  com¬ 
mitted.  However,  some  of  us 
may  find  ourselves  in  the 
midst  of  die  nightmare  of 
divorce.  We  must  pray,  sup¬ 
port  each  other,  and  seek  the 
loving  arms  of  Jesus' comfort, 
forgiveness  and  restoration. 

God  said  certain  things  are 
wrong.  To  disobey  God  brings 
consequences  to  us  that  will 
hurt.  He  makes  that  dear.  We 
must  have  standards  (laws)  in 
order  to  be  protected  from  Kurt 
and  to  help  us  not  hurt  others. 
We  cannot  come  before  His 
throne  of  mercy  until  we  con¬ 
fess  our  sins  and  ask  fm- cleans¬ 
ing  of  all  our  uiuighteousness; 
and  still  all  our  righteousness  is 
as  filthy  rags.  King  David  cried 
out  to  the  Lord,  " Create  in  me  a 
clean  heart,  O  Lord!"  We  must  do 
die  same.  His  answer  is,  “Yes." 

Smith  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Jackson. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Practice  Genuine  Purity 

Matthew  15:1-20 

chael  Smith  purpose  of  appearing 

more  relevant  and  invit- 
e  today  in  defense  of  die  ing.  If  by  describing  the 


hey  he  or  and  regulations  that  were  estab-  trampling  our  sacred  cows. 
Thus,  our  lished  by  the  Pharisees'  interpre-  while  we  ourselves  are  trans¬ 
use  us  of  tation  of  die  law  of  Moses.  For  grossing  God's  Word. 

to  be  centuries,  die  Pharisees  extracted  Second,  a  “genuine"  hyp- 

lat  we  are  polices  for  belief  and  behavior  ocrite  is  one  who  excels  at  con- 
sbmahon,  horn  the  law  given  by  God  to  the  forming  externally  without 
e  people  Israelites.  Over  time,  these  rules  being  transformed  internally, 
•pi  Baptist  and  regulations  were  ascribed  The  Pharisees,  no  doubt  were 

n  Sunday  the  same  validity  and  authority  religious  folks  who  excelled  at 

aith.  Most  as  the  actual  Word  of  God.  By  pla'  * 

who  sit  in  Jesus'  time  of  ministry,  the  They  'excel 

Pharisees  were  strict  enforcers  of  through  the 
a  legalistic  system  of  religious 
behavior  and  belief.  Though  the 
tradition  of  the  elders  was  an 
addendum  to  the  very  Word  of  blind  to  the 
God,  the  Pharisees  perceived  (Matthew  15:14).  The  Pharisees 
their  rules  as  the  very  Word  of  were  hypocrites  because  they 

thought  godliness  was  a  matter 
of  clean  hands  rather  than  a 
pure  heart.  Jesus  emphasizes, 
however,  that  genuine  purity  is 
a  matter  of  the  heart  (Matthew 
15:18,  19).  Our  endeavor  to 
practice  genuine  purity  should 
con-  not  be  a  futile  exercise  in 
irance,  but  a  daily  surren- 
i  of  the  heart  to  God. 

isal  - 


tying  die  game  of  religion. 

'  *  t  jumping 

of  religious 
ugh  they 
looked  the  part  externally, 
internally  their  hearts  were 
t  ways  of  God 


place  of  imper-  The  church  has  loot  her  urgency  churches  are  earnest  in  their 
•y  are  right  Bom  for  the  task  of  disciple  making,  love  for  the  Lord, 
s  are  not  perfect  Frankly,  I  do  not  think  that  Though  most  of  us  are  not  "a 
Though  we  as  our  accusers  are  presenting  the  bunch  oT  hypocrites,"  we  can  be 
*  forgiven  of  our  evidence  of  imperfection,  non-  subject  to  hypocritical  tenden- 
in.  If  by  describ-  distinctiveness,  or  indifference  des.  We  would,  therefore,  do 

i  as  “a  bunch  of  to  substantiate  their  charge  of  well  to  guard  against  hypocrisy.  God.  The  Pharisees  vigorously 
ir  accusers  imply  hypocrisy  against  the  church.  In  our  lesson  passage,  Jesus  imposed  their  religious  system 
ch  is  becoming  Tnose  in  our  communities  that  exposes  “genuine”  hypocrisy  by  upon  the  people  and  accused 
/orldly,  they  are  accuse  the  church  as  being  noth-  describing  the  hypocritical  people  who  transgressed  their 
and  more,  the  ing  more  than  “a  bunch  of  hyp-  behavior  of  the  Phansees.  Jesus  traditions  of  transgressing  the 
5  the  culture  The  ocrites”  imply  that  the  church  is  describes  two  marks  of  “gen-  very  rules  and  regulations  of 
it  its  boldness  to  filled  with  people  who  are  uine"  hypocrisy.  Firrt,  a  “gen-  God.  As  if  this  were  not  bad 
different.  Rather  merely  playing  the  part.  Jesus  uine*  hypocrite  is  one  who  enough,  the  Pharisees  were 
'set  apart”  the  often  referred  to  the  niarisees  as  would  accuse  others  of  tram-  tent  to  break  the  commandments 
anally  and  strate-  “hypocrites”  because  they  greasing  sacred  traditions,  of  God  for  the  sake  of  prolonging 

ors  to  “blend  in."  played  the  game  of  religion  while  they  themselves  trans-  their  traditions  _ 

arch  is  becoming  well.  By  all  outward  appear-  areas  the  Wired  of  God.  The  The  Phansees  were  “genuine  Smith  is  pastor  of  Bethel 
worldly  for  the  ances,  they  looked  like  godly  Pharisees  accused  the  disciples  hypocrites  because  they  accused  Church.  Monticello 
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Visit  Mid- America  Baptist  Theological  Seminary!!! 

y 

On  November  9,  2007,  from  8:30  a.m.  to  2.-00  p.m.  centre!  time,  the 
faculty  and  staff  of  MABTS  invite  yon  to  attend  their  annual  fall 
Preview  Day  for  prospective  students.  Yon  will  have  an  opportunity  to 

sit  m  on  classes  and  attend  diapeL  For  more  information  or  to  register 
online,  go  to  wunu.mabts.edu  or  call  800-968-4508  ext  3060. 

Remember,  a  call  to  ministry  is  a  call  to  prepare  ... 

consider  Mid-America 


1.  Tyiertown  Church,  Tyier- 


Oct  7  in  conjunction 
the  100th  anniversary  of 
Tyiertown;  David  Michel, 
speaker.  The  congregation 
assembled  on  the  front  lawn 
of  the  church  in  the  form  of 
a  cross  for  the  photo,  fol- 


Buddy  Day,  pastor. 


2.  Macedonia  Church,  Union 
County  recently  made  a 
contribution  to  the  Memorial 
to  the  Missing,  Jackson. 
Pastor  Louie  Williams  and 
Administrative  Pastor 
Tommy  Peters  delivered  five 
bass  of  pennies,  totaling 
$1250.  Shown  are  Williams 
ana  nvn. 

3.  Enon  Church,  layeee,  held 
a  sign  dedication  Sept.  9. 
The  sign  was  made  possible 
by  donations  in  die  memo¬ 
ry  of  Brooks  Huhn. 

4.  The  GAs  of  First  Church, 
Terry,  led  a  mission  project 
to  collect  towels  for  Isaiah 
House,  a  rehabilitation 
facility  in  South  Jackson. 
After  the  presentation,  die 
girls  were  treated  to  a  r~ 


ipants.  John  Pace,  pastor. 

5.  Grandview  Church,  Pearl, 
exceeded  its  goal  of  $1200 
for  die  Margaret  Lackey 
Offering  for  State  Missions. 
In  recognition,  pastor  Wade 
Chappell  is  shown  along 
with  several  WOM  mem- 


Missions 

6.  West  Ripley  Church, 
Ripley,  recently  celebrated 
its  50th  anniversary.  Shown, 
from  left,  are  charter  mem¬ 
bers:  Shirley  Conley,  Audra 
Glidewell,  Milton  Wil¬ 
banks,  Joyce  Clemmer,  and 
Pat  Hamilton.  Randy  P. 
Latch,  pastor. 


'+.M 


4.  GAs  collect  towels,  First  Church,  Terry 


Lackey  goal 


6.  West  Ripley  Church,  Ripley 


comes  Harold  "Tax"  Irby  as  youth 
minister /associate  pastor.  Shown  are  Irby, 
Colleen,  Hanna,  and  Jacob  Irby. 

2.  First  Church,  Durant,  has  called  Ed 
McDaniel  as  pastor.  He  oomes  from  North 
Winona  Church  with  his  wife  Ubby.  He  pas- 
toted  First  Durant  previously  from  1973-1901. 

3.  Gracewood  Church,  Southaven,  has 
called  Barry  Baker  as  pastor  effective  Sept  23. 


4.  Billy  Murphy,  Aasodational 
Missions  Director  for  Lamar 
Association,  has  announced  his 
retirement  effective  Dec.  31.  A 
reception  honoring  him  will  be 
held  Oct.  28  at  First  Church, 
Purvis.  Murphy  will  be  available 
for  interim  supply,  revivals,  etc. 


Shown  < 


rby  and  family  5.  Black  Jade  Church,  Vaughan, 

has  called  David  White  as  pastor, 
i  White,  wife  Elizabeth,  and  daughter  Mary  Frances. 


